dione (1) (Fig. 1) , is an antitumor substance isolated from the culture broth of a strain of Streptoverti- (Fig. 1) . In this synthetic procedure, the benzyloxymethyl group was used as a protective group, as was used in the synthesis of rebeccamycin2).
To To a solution of 4 (411mg, 416/xmol) in ethyl acetate -ethanol (1 : 6) (105 ml) was added a catalytic amount of palladium-black and hydrogenation was performed at r.t. for 3 hours. The reaction mixture was filtered by a glass filter and palladium-black was washed successively with methanol and tetrahydrofuran.
The filtrate and washings were combined and concentrated to obtain 12, 1 3-dihydro-
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